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this was he also determined upon the fullest
toleration for Calvinism. Richelieu was the
first of that long line of public men from his day
to ours to treat religious difference as a private
matter, and to believe that one can have a united
country without unity of religion. James I
of England, as we have seen, had some such
idea at the back of his head; but he never
really put it into practice, for the hatred and
fear of the Catholic Church of the great land-
owners his subjects, whose fortunes had come
from the loot of the Church, was too strong for
him. And what is more the great landowners
proved in the long run too strong for the English
Crown, and destroyed it, substituting their own
two assemblies, the House of Commons and the
House of Lords, known as " Parliament," for
the old popular kingship of England. Richelieu
saw the menace, though it had not fully developed
in his own time, and he was determined that
France should follow the opposite course. It
is therefore due to him not only that France
became politically united as a strong monarchy,
but also that the peasantry won the long battle
with the noble classes and became the main
owners of the soil of France; whereas in England
the noble classes, that is the squires, ate up the
peasantry and became the main owners of the
soil themselves.